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The problems of boys in schools, especially in reading and writing, have been the focus of statistical data, but rarely does research point out how literacy educators can combat those problems.
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Smith and Wilhelm, two secondary English teachers concerned about boys' resistance to school reading tasks and their underachievement, studied the reading habits of thirty-two boys among high- to low-achieving students in four school districts. They collected four different kinds of data-rankings of various literate activities and interviews about the rankings\; reactions to constructed profiles of boys engaged in various literate activities and interviews about their responses\; journals of everything read, written, watched, or listened to at school and at home for three months, with interviews about the journals\; and observations of the boys in and outside of class. The book profiles these young people and quotes from them extensively, making the book a model for this type of research. For practitioners, the results are significant. Smith and Wilhelm found that social networks and connections, often facilitated by computer communication, were important for reading selection. Significantly, they learned that English teachers were outside the network. Boys rejected "schoolish" forms of literacy. They expected to be engaged in the first few paragraphs, liked stories over facts, and put great importance on visual texts such as on Web sites, television shows, and movies. They liked reading that could be exported into conversation, including newspaper accounts, headlines, box scores, and jokes. They preferred texts that sustain engagement for repeated readings and that provide multiple perspectives. They wanted texts that are novel as opposed to routine\; have edgy, subversive content and powerful ideas\; and are funny. The book closes with portraits of the boys and implications for teaching.Besides the findings of this particular study, the book is worth its price for the summary of research on boys and literacy as well as for its implications for library collections and services for male adolescents. This book is a must-read for young adult librarians. Index. Biblio. Charts. Appendix. 2002, Heinemann, 224p, Chelton
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